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put Into requisition much Information that has so far remained
unutilized for the reason explained above*

Without meaning any disrespect, or exhibiting any
want of sympathy for this work, It might well be said that
the work is more or less a Jaina version of Indian History
relating to the prevalence of Jainism In India, The part
that is now about to be published actually is the History
of India really from the beginning of the life of Parsvanath,
and bringing it down to the end of the 1st century A. D.
Having regard to the point of view of Dr. Shah, we must
admit that he has done the difficult work which he has
imposed upon himself with conscientious care and ability*
Naturally a work like this, would show a leaning towards
Jainism. So the work does* A History based on such Jaina
sources of information naturally would bring in fuller
information upon the period when Mahavira flourished, and
the period immediately following during which the teachings
of Mahavira were still actively propagated. While it exploits
the Jaina sources more or less fully, it exhibits differences in
certain parts naturally enough, not sufficiently critical of the
sources used in the light of collateral sources of information*
This would be but natural, though it should have been well
that this had been avoided as it easily could have been.

Judging from the part that we have had the pleasure of
looking through, we welcome the publication as providing
a version of Ancient Indian History, which exhibits the
course of that history* from one important point of view,
'which hitherto may be regarded as having been perhaps
neglected. The work before us, removes to a great extent
that defect? and, if it is not the work that sound historical
criticism would want> it still serves the purpose of providing
the material for making such a work possible, We wish
the work all success, which is probably ail, that the author'
expects from out of it*

28th, April 1938^
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